
Curriculum Newsletter: Reception (Spring Term 1) 

THE BLACKEST HOLE IN SPACE 
In Reception we are very lucky to be able to follow 

children's interests and teach and learn through a play 
based curriculum. 

We start each term based around a topic and then see 
what journey the children will take us on. 

This half term our initial topic is The Blackest Hole in 
Space We will be providing  opportunities for 

children to explore this topic through a variety of play 
opportunities. 

Personal Social and Emotional Development 
In PSED this half term we will be focusing on Going for Goals. We will be 
setting ourselves new targets for the new year focusing on learning or 
improving a skill. We will be looking at how to stay safe on the internet and 
why it is important to always tell an adult if there is something you are not 
sure of. We will also be talking about how to make visitors feel welcome… 
including visitors who maybe out of this world! 
How can I help at home? 
Talk with children about what they are good at and what they would like to 
get better at. Support children by practising skills at home. 

Little Star Vouchers 
Don't forget you can send in Little Star Vouchers. Little Star 
Vouchers are used to celebrate something that your child has 
done at home so we can show we are proud of them too . If you 
need any more please just ask a member of Reception Team 

Learning Selfie 
Learning Selfies are a great way to get children to talk about what 
they have been learning about at home. So whether you have been 
out to a museum or cooking at home- why not send us a learning 
selfie ?  Send it to learningselfie@kewwoods.com with a sentence 
about what it is your child has been learning about at home. 

Don’t Forget 
Please ensure that children have a full set of clearly labelled spare 
clothes on their peg and a pair of wellies. 
Don’t forget to check the Class Blogs. These can be found on the school 
website under the class pages 

Communication and Language 
This half term there will be the opportunity for children to role play in our 
space rocket and space station. We will be providing lots of different 
items that children may not have seen before (alien items) that may spark 
curiosity, questioning and discussions. We will be using the iPads to 
encourage children to take on different roles e.g. astronauts, etc. 
How can I help at home? 
Talk about Space related topics at home 
Visit a Space Museum to encourage children’s interests 
Look at a wide variety of Space books both fiction and non-fiction. 

Physical Development 
This half term we will be looking at how to keep our bodies healthy and the 
impact that exercise has on the body and  what a healthy diet looks like. 
We will be exploring moving in a variety of ways around/ over/ under the 
apparatus etc. We will be exploring how we think aliens might move and 
what astronauts move like when they are in space. 
How can I help at home? 
Encouraging children to be active at home– looking at different ways of 
keeping healthy through different sports, getting out on your bike as a 
family or walking to school! 
Discuss with children why a balanced diet is important 

Literacy 
This half term we will be exploring a range of books with a Space theme. 
Including ‘Beegu, Q Pootle, Aliens in Underpants, Here come the Aliens. etc’ 
We will also be looking at a wide variety of non-fiction/ information books 
about Space and sorting story/ fiction and information/ non-fiction books 
into the respective categories. We will be creating Alien fact files, thinking 
about where we would like to visit in outer space and writing letters to the 
parents of a kind hearted and stranded alien! 
How can I help at home? 
Look at information books at home e.g. cook books, road atlas etc. Talk with 
the children about how they are different to story books 

Maths 
This half term we will be continuing our introduction to numbers 6-10 
introducing the wholeness of each number and how they can be represented 
in different ways including addition and subtraction. We will continue 
counting forwards and backwards along the number line and looking at the 
number before and the number after a certain number. We will continue our 
work on 2D and 3D shapes and talk about their properties. We will introduce 
doubling and halving and begin to count in 2s, 5s and 10s! 
How can I help at home? 
Go on shape hunts in the environment at home and outdoors 
Talk about doubling and halving at home e.g. ‘I am going to double the 
number of potatoes on your plate from 1 to 2. I am cutting this pizza in half. 
I am sharing the sweets so that we have the same amount.’ 

Understanding the World 
This half term we will have the opportunity to explore rockets and how they 
launch. Children will design, create and test their rocket to see if it can fly? 
We will also be thinking all about Space facts and learning new information 
about the different planets in our solar system. 
How can I help at home? 
Visit Space museums to spark children’s interests 
Look at a wide variety of Space books with fiction and non-fiction. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
This half term we will be focusing on using instruments to 
make a space adventure song. We will be looking at the 
artist Roy Litchenstein’s Moonscape and looking at how to 
recreate our own. 
How can I help at home? 
Listen to a wide variety of music and talk about the 
similarities and differences in music.   

Religious Education 
The topic for this half term is Special Times. We will be 
looking at the festival of Chinese New Year and the 
creation story exploring what Christians believe. We will be 
learning that all living things need to be looked after and 
that it is important to care for the world. 
How can I help at home? 
Talk about ways that we can take care of animals and our 
world 
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